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ORARC December Annual Meeting 

and Holiday Dinner 
 

 Monday, December 10, 2018 

6:30 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church 

1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 
(Entrance to the church is on the north side at the door under the large awning.) 

  
The Club will furnish meats, drinks and paper products; members are asked to bring dishes with 
vegetables, salads or desserts. 
  
All members and their families are cordially invited and encouraged to attend.  aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
attendance is very important, since this is the meeting at which we elect officers for next year. 
A quorum of members is necessary in order to complete this important business. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ hǾŜǊǘƻƴŜǎ - December 2018  
  by Jim Bogard, KY4L 
 

 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млύ ŀǘ сΥол p.m. for our holiday 

dinner and election of 2019 officers. Gwen Cole, KF4ROX, is organizing the dinner, as she has so 

capably done in recent years. Meat portions and drinks are provided; please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share. Officers will be elected if a quorum (25% of members in good standing) is 

present. Otherwise, officers will be elected by whomever shows up for the January meeting. This 

is your unparalleled chance to throw the bums out, and then have a good meal! 
 

Paul Koretko, WAØBAG, and I met November 21 with Oak Ridge Public Works representatives 

Patrick Berge and Rick Irwin to discuss re-installing the W4SKH repeater (146.97 MHz) at the 

Delaware Water Tower site when refurbishment of the tank is completed. The repeater was 

initially placed at the site under a lease agreement between ORARC and the City of Oak Ridge. 

Three of the lease agreements (which were renewable every 5 years) were located with the help 

of Anderson County Commissioner Jerry Creasey, KB4NEF, but there is no agreement currently in 

force. The agreements that were located all specified that the repeater antenna would be placed 

on the catwalk railing encircling the tank; they explicitly excluded placing the antenna on top of 

the tank. Paul and I will meet again with city officials to discuss the enactment of 

a new agreement ς hopefully, one that will allow the antenna to be on top of the 

tank. On a historical note, the earliest lease agreement found was dated March 

27, 1984. An indemnity page was added and signed by the ORARC trustee, Mel 

Wardell, K4PJ (SK), on June 21, 1986. ORARC is now, of course, the trustee of 

aŜƭΩǎ ŎŀƭƭǎƛƎƴΦ ²Ŝ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ YпtW ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳō ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ CƛŜƭŘ 5ay. 
 

ORARC successfully provided radio communications, using the WA4GBI 147.15-MHz repeater, for 

the Secret City Half-Marathon on November 17. Art Pettit, W4AJP, organized our participation in 

this event. ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƛǇ ƻΩ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀǘ, to Art and to all the hams who participated. The race 

doubled as our Fall Simulated Emergency Test according to Anderson County ARES Coordinator 

Darrell Cook, WA4LNX. Look for a full write-up and photos in the January Reflector. 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ hŀƪ wƛŘƎŜ ό/ahwύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

Sunday, December 16, from 1-4 p.m. in the Discovery Lab (near the gym). The off-center-fed 

dipole installed along the eaves of the museum building last month is working very well, and 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ-the-air communications to museum visitors. Come 

help us plant a spark in kids who might become interested in radio and ultimately get their FCC 

tickets. January 2019 Kids Day (December QST p. 89) is Saturday afternoon, January 5, in the 

same location.  
 

           (Continued on next page) 

http://www.arrl.org/news/get-with-the-set-arrl-simulated-emergency-test-set-fall-classic-just-ahead
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(Continued from previous page) 

 

We received our 501(c)(3) tax exempt designation at the end of October, as announced in the 

November Reflector. Treasurer Dan Mantooth, KX4CH advises that items purchased for club use 

are exempt from Tennessee sales tax, ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ hw!w/-issued check or 

club credit card. Speak with Dan if you need to make such a purchase. 

 

ARES members and those wishing to participate in the weekly Anderson County ARES net should 

be advised that the net location has changed to the WA4GBI 147.15 MHz repeater (+600 kHz 

input offset, 118.8 Hz tone). The net meets every Thursday evening at 19:00 local time. 

 

And, finally, Field Day scores published on page 75 of the December QST magazine show ORARC 

reporting the 8th best score of 37 entries in category 2A (club station, commercial power). 

Twenty-seven participating club members logged 538 QSOs in the 24-h period (we erected 

antennas beforehand), for a total score of 2,710 points. Ours was the only Tennessee entry in 

this category. 

 

Happy holidays to everybody from XYL Ronnie, KD4ZDR, and me. Be safe on the roads! 

 

          

   

  

Oak Ridge ARC 

# 8 in Group 2A 

538 QSO 

27 participants 

2710 points! 
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Mystery Runner 1227 at the Secret City Half Marathon and 5K Run 

         Story by Jamie Wright, WA4ABE 

         Photo by Jim Womack, KC4RD 

{ƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ .ƛō мннтΦ ¸ƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘέ 

male runner that started 30 minutes before the actual race.*  Well, I 

recognized him, so I pursued an answer.  

First of all, he was surprised that we were keeping track of him. His 

story is that his wife is expecting their first child and she had 

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ 

appointment was on race day after lunch. He decided that if he 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ōƻǘƘΦ {ƻ ƻŦŦ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ.  

IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ .ȅ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǿŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

completed the course and he received a medal. He laughed when I told him we also tracked 

ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ άƭƻǎǘΦέ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ ōŀōȅ ȅŜǘΦ 

*Note: The race started an hour late, so Runner 1227 started a half hour EARLY. 

  Update: The baby is a girl and everyone is fine. 

 

  

  

  
  

  

  

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

View from Mile 2 at 

the Secret City Half 

Marathon and 5K Run 

that took place on   

November 17, 2018 
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bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ORARC Amateur Radio Outreach Program  

 Photos by Hilary Shreter, KE4BDW 
 

Read more about the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ hŀƪ wƛŘƎŜ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ hǾŜǊǘƻƴŜǎ 

(above). ORARC holds the Outreach every third Sunday from 13:00 to 16:00 local time. All Club 

members are encouraged to participate.  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ hw!w/Ωǎ /ahw hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ WƛƳκYп¸[ and Darrell/ WA4LNX. 

WƛƳκYп¸[ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭκ²!п[b· ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hw!w/Ωǎ /ahwΦ 

./...Outreach. 
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Jim/K4YL oversees two 

guest operators using the 

ORARC radio while in the 

background Dan/KX4CH 

and Paul/WA0BAG 

research technical specs 

on club equipment. 

Dan/KX4CH and 

Paul/WA0BAG plan a 

surgery on equipment 

used for the Outreach. 

Dan/KX4CH observes a 

visitor preparing her text 

for Morse code translation 

and keying practice. 
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New Eave-Mounted Antenna at /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ hŀƪ wƛŘƎŜ 
 

Photos contributed by Dan Mantooth, KX4CH,  

Paul Koretko, WA0BAG, and Jim Womack, KC4RD 
 

ORARC volunteers installed a new antenna at ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ Lǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ 

  

     

Top Left: 

Paul/WA0BAG attends 

to safety. 

Top right: 

Jim/KC4RD defies 

gravity to mounts the 

antenna. 

Bottom left:  

View of the installation 

scene. 

Bottom right: 

Dan/KX4CH works on 

the ground wire for the 

new antenna. 
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The National NC-190--A 1960 Era Receiver 

 By David Bower, K4PZT  

 Photos contributed by David Bower, K4PZT 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Radio Company, Inc. introduced it in the early 1960s, painted in their "Cosmic 

Blue" color, as the ideal low cost high performance receiver for the new ham. It was packaged 

with features for AM, CW and SSB operation. It was known as the NC-190 and was designed to 

appeal to the new amateur radio operator seeking a good performing receiver with versatile 

operating capabilities. Its unique bandspread dial served dual functions for both the ham and 

the shortwave bands. A selector knob located just below the bandspread allowed the operator 

to switch in a red colored dial for the popular ham bands, and a separate dial for the 49 to 13 

meter foreign broadcast bands. The main tuning dial had red triangular icons for the ham 

frequencies, and similar icons for the various bands of interest to the SWLer (Short Wave 

Listener). It was a rugged receiver, too. The front panel was constructed of 1/8 inch thick steel 

with an equally sturdy chassis. The NC-190 was provided with two different muting options, 

and was thus suitable for easy integration into an amateur radio station with transmitter and 

antenna switching requirements.   
 

(Continued on next page) 


