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March 2024 President’s Message Bob Parks W4JRP

Well March is here and things are starting to warm up and some of the trees are blooming. 
I guess it is time to start planning our Field Day activities.  Field day will be June 22-23 
running from 1800 UTC Saturday to 2059 UTC Sunday.  Field Day should have over 
35,000 radio amateurs with their clubs, groups or simply with friends to operate from 
remote locations.

Dan Mantooth informed me that only 31 of our 43 members have paid their dues for this 
year.  If you have not paid your dues yet please do so. 

Our program for Monday, June 11th will be Robert Kennedy.  He will be bringing us up date 
on some exciting news from Stellar Corp.

On February 25th, the Oak Ridge Children's Museum had their annual International Fest.  
ORARC had the Morse code outreach open from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  We had around 
75 children learn about Morse Code and send there name using Morse Code. Many 
thanks to Art Pettit (W4AJP), Jim Bogard (KY4L), Bob Parks (W4JRP) and Norm Melton 
(KG4GMU) from the Knoxville Club.  We were short handed and did not have time to take 
pictures.  Any of you that have not been to the outreach, you should stop by.  It’s a lot of 
fun.

*************************************
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Hi All,

I had the opportunity to attend the 2024 Dalton, GA hamfest this year.  I was able to camp inside the 
fairgrounds arriving Friday afternoon hoping to get an early start on Saturday morning.  Setup for 
the vendors started at noon Friday.  I had enough provisions in the camper since the gates close at 
5pm.  It was quite cold Friday evening so I had to turn on the furnace in the camper to stay warm 
while watching tv and getting items ready for sale  the next day.   At about 6:45am Saturday the 
gates opened to the fairgrounds and a solid stream of headlights were headed towards the midway.  
It was hovering around the freezing mark so I donned my three layers of jackets and went out to 
meet the crowd.  The sun was not quite up yet and already I had visitors coming up around my 
tables.  About that time my friend Bruce K4CMC from Crossville came to set up a table next to 
mine to sell some of his stuff.   After a brisk morning of wheeling and dealing I was able to break 
away and look around other areas of the hamfest.  I noticed there were not as many attendees and 
vendors as there have been in the past.  I remember there used to be barely elbow room for inside 
and outside vendors and visitors.  Not so much this time.  Participation had fallen off dramatically.  
However, for myself and from other tailgaters I talked to everyone had a great day for sales.  We are 
looking forward to returning next year. 

73 Jim Womack KC4RD
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**********************************

I found the following article about the NanoVNA interesting. I know several of you have the 
NanoVNA.  Thanks to Practical Wireless for allowing us to share it.
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Handy ARRL Links

ARRL Home: www.arrl.org

Find help with RF assessments: http://www.arrl.org/rf-exposure

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections

Find a license class in your area: www.arrl.org/class

Find a license exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam

Find a hamfest or convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests

*********************************************************

Hamfests and Conventions – save the dates!

March 16, 2024 Sevier County 2024 Hamfest http://
seviercountyars.com/

April 13, 2024  Columbus (Indiana) Hamfest Columbus, IN

April 20, 2024 Greeneville TN Hamfest http://
greenevillehamfest.com/

APRIL 27, 2024
1st Annual Short Mountain 
Repeater Club Hamfest, 
Murfreesboro, TN

http://www.smrclub.com/

June 15, 2024 Knoxville Hamfest & Electronics
Convention

http://www.w4bbb.org/

May 17-19, 2024 Dayton, OH Hamvention www.hamvention.org
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Regular Meetups and Volunteer Activities
ORARC Club Meeting - every second Monday 

Next meeting is March 11 at 7 PM 
at the  FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, OAK RIDGE, TN
Board meeting at 6:45 – all are welcome
Contact: Bob Parks, W4JRP, bparks100@gmail.com

ORARC Eatin’ Meetin’ every Wednesday 11 AM at Shoney’s Restaurant, Oak Ridge
For an email reminder for the lunch, write to Willard Sitton at sitton008@outlook.com

Amateur Radio Outreach at the Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge (CMOR)
 Next session is on Third Sunday (March 17) of the month, 1-4 PM 
Contact: Jim Bogard KY4L, email KY4L@ARRL.NET

Nets
Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service (METERS) – every 
Monday

Every Monday evening at 7:00 pm local time, over the air
WB4GBI  146.94  MHz repeater (-0.6 MHz input offset, 118.8. Hz tone) 
Affiliation with ARES or METERS is NOT required to participate.

Clinton Amateur Radio Service (CARS) Weekly Radio Net – every Tuesday
Every Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm, over the air
147.36 MHz KA4OAK repeater (-0.6 MHz offset, 100.0 Hz tone)

American Red Cross Amateur Net – every Wednesday
Every Wednesday evening at  8:00 pm local time, over the air
WB4GBI 147.15 MHz repeater (+600 kHz input offset, 118.8 Hz tone)

Anderson County ARES Net – every Thursday
Every Thursday evening at 7:00 pm local time, over the air
WB4GBI 147.15 MHz repeater (+600 kHz input offset, 118.8 Hz tone)

Hospital Net (Meters) – Last Friday of the month at 6:30 pm local time. In the 
Homestead room in the Oak Ridge Methodist Hospital.
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Club Repeaters
W4SKH 2 meter: 146.97 (-600 kHz input offset, 88.5 Hz tone)

W4SKH 70-cm: 443.200 MHz (+5 MHz input offset CTCSS sub-audible tone 88.5 Hz)
Please test 443.200 to establish its range and power – thanks!

Oak Ridge Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 4291

Oak Ridge, TN  37831-4291

2022 CLUB OFFICERS
President Bob Parks W4JRP (865)-8406-4985
Vice-President Jim Womack KC4RD (865)-842-7219
Secretary Jim Bogard KY4L (865) 806-8069
Treasurer Dan Mantooth KX4CH (509) 528-7826
Technical Director Carl Lyster WA4ADG (865) 588-7120
Editor Bob Parks W4JRP (865) 406-4985
Past President Jim Womack KC4RD (865)-842-7219

COORDINATORS
Control Operators Carl Lyster WA4ADG (865) 588-7120

Roy Freeman KE4TG (865) 482-4474
Education OPEN
Field Day Bob Parks W4JRP (865) 406-4985
Historian OPEN

Public Service Gwen Cole KF4ROX (865) 457-1806
Programs Roy Freeman KE4TG (865) 482-4474
Trustee-W4SKH Jim Bogard KY4L (865) 806-8069
Trustee-K4PJ Jim Bogard KY4L (865) 806-8069
ARES Coordinator Darrell Cook WA4LNX (865) 207-4827
RACES Coordinator Darrell Cook WA4LNX (865) 207-4827
Website Manager Jamie Wright W4ABE W4ABE@ARRL.net

Visit our Web Site at  www.orarc.net
Club meetings every second Monday are held at the First United Methodist Church in Oak Ridge, TN.

The Reflector is the monthly newsletter of the Oak Ridge Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
The Oak Ridge Amateur Radio Club, Inc. is registered as a 501 (c)(3) Not for Profit Corporation.
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